                                                 SPYGLASSES OR MONOCULARS

 
The Galilean telescope (used from the beginning of the 17th century) was not useful for shorter distances 

so there were a few German opticians that perfected the shorter range and smaller monocular or 

"spyglass". In the 1760's in London  John Dollond made the achromatic lens commercially useful so that 

the monocular could be improved from the simple 2 sleeved tubes to a more precise instrument with more 

than one "draw". 
 
The 18th century examples I have in my collection from Benjamin Martin, William Cary, John and Peter 

Dollond were very simple. The straight tube gave way to the more popular "pear shaped" spyglass in the 

early 19th century with multiple draws. The early construction was usually a coated or plated brass 

mounting for the  smaller ocular lens fitted into a type of cardboard tube and a sleeve with the larger 

objective lens slid over the smaller tube.
 
They were easier to carry around than a telescope and were popular until the mid 19th century. The 

bodies were mostly brass that was gold or silver plated or coated. They were made also to collapse into a 

smaller and easier to carry version. The plain ones gave way to a wide variety of added decor such as 

ivory, tortoise shell, mother of pearl, shagrin (or dyed fish skin), leather, porcelin, wood, etc. Most of these 

spyglasses were fitted into a red leather case.
 
I have some 78 pieces of which 54 are signed. All of mine are either French or English.  It is rare to find 

any from Italy, Germany or America.

